and formulation of new chemical potential diagrams to explicity demonstrate the observed sequence of reaction textures during the metamorphic evolution of Mg-Al quartzabsent sapphirine granulites of Kiranur and Ganguvarpatti areas of Tamil Nadu and sapphirine-spinel-quartz granulites of Paderu area in Andhra Pradesh, and calibration of several new internally consistent geothermobarometers.
Prof. Lal did his post-doctoral research at the Institute of Mineralogy, University of Kiel, Germany, under the Fellowship of Alexander von Humboldt and Volkswagenwerk Foundation. Prof. Lal was one of the finest researcher with remarkable passion and confidence, extraordinary teacher and above all an outstanding human being. He was well known for his simplicity and remarkable teaching skills and patience.
Prof. Lal's contributions were widely recognised nationally and internationally. Professor Lal received La Touche Medal of the Mining Metallurgical and Geological Institute, Kolkata (1958) ; and was the first recipient of Professor MR Srinivasa Rao Award by the Geological Society of India, Bangalore (1985) ; National Mineral Award of Ministry of Steel and Mines, Government of India (1995). He was a Fellow of the Indian Academy of Sciences, Bangalore (1986), National Academy of Sciences (India), Allahabad (2001) and Indian National Science Academy, Delhi. Professor Lal served on the research Advisory Committee of the Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology, Dehradun and as Council Member of the Geological Society of India, Bangalore.
Prof. Lal's sad demise is a great loss to the entire metamorphic petrology community. He will be sorely missed by many friends, colleagues and his family.
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